
Reading Herculaneum Material  
using Synchrotron Light Sources

Since their discovery in the mid 18th century, papyri from the only preserved library of 
the antiquity in Herculaneum have largely eluded being read. During the eruption of Mt 
Vesuvius in 79 AD, the library contents was carbonised, preserving it but also rendering 
it physically inaccessible. 

This talk will explore a variety of approaches to read the scrolls including using 
beamlines at Diamond Light Source (I12/B16) and the Canadian Light Source (BMIT).
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